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Leaving a guard at Blechington, Cromwell marched to Witney, and beat up the Royalist quarters at Brampton Bush, capturing a number of prisoners. He then summoned Fairing-ton Castle in this fierce style :
" To the Governor of the Garrison in Farrington.
14 2gth April, 1645.
" SIR:
4' I summon you to deliver into my hands the house wherein you are, and your ammunition, with all things else there ; together with your persons, to be disposed of as the Parliament shall appoint. Which if you refuse to do, you are to expect the utmost extremity of war. I rest, your servant,
" OLIVER CROMWELL. "l
But Roger Burgess, a stout Cavalier, who had the Blechington affair and Windebank's fate in his mind, defied him to-do his worst. Cromwell assaulted the walls at three in the morning, and was repulsed, leaving fourteen of his men killed, and ten other prisoners.2
By this time, Fairfax believed the new Army to be sufficiently well organised to take the field. The Parliament ordered a day of public humiliation and prayer for its success; and on April 30, 1645, he marched from Windsor, and reaching Newbury on May 2d, he was joined by Cromwell. The Lieutenant-Gen eral learned from some prisoners of a design of General Goring's to attack his troops, which had been left at Farrington that night, and he made haste thither, but arrived just in time to see his troops, under Major Bethel, attacked on the opposite side of the river. The skirmish occurred at Radcot Bridge, and as soon as Cromwell came over the fight became furious, Bethel was taken prisoner, and four or five Roundheads were slain. Cromwell had barely reached the front when darkness came on, much to Goring's delight, who, being unwilling to risk a general engagement, drew off his men with the purpose of intercepting Fairfax's march to the relief of Taunton, then under siege by the Royalists.8 In this endeavour he was not successful, as Fairfax despatched a large body of men under Colonel Weldon, who drew up
1 Rushworth, vol. vi., p. 26.                        * Ibid., 25.                       3 I&id.% 27.